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Basic School of the Soldier

1. Attention

2. Left Face

3. Right Face

4. About Face

Basic School of the Company

1. To form the Company.  The 1st Sergeant will command, “Form company in two ranks, company left face, march.”  This is usually done by the 1st Sergeant before the Captain arrives.  The men should have fallen in tallest to shortest from the right, the tallest man on the right. At “left face” all but the left most man left face.  The left faced men then stands fast.  At “march”, the man next to the left most man, steps behind them. The next steps next to the left most man and the man next to him steps behind him.  This continues until everyone is on two ranks.
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2. In each rank count twos.  Starting from the right most rank, each pair of file mates counts together, 1,2,1,2,… for each file.  Once this is done, the company is formed and the Captain can be sent for.  The company should look like:
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3. When the captain arrives, the 1st Sergeant salutes the Captain and says, “The Company is formed”, the Captain returns the salute, draws his sword and commands, “Post”.  The 1st Sergeant takes his post on the right of the company in the front rank.
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4. Company in line of battle. The Captain will post to the front rank in front of the 1st Sergeant, who will step into the rear rank.  This is general, anytime, the Captain is to be in line with his company, he will post to the front rank, the 1st Sergeant will step back into the rear rank behind the Captain.  When the Captain steps out of the front rank, the 1st Sergeant will take his place in the front rank.
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5. To march in line of battle.  The Captain will command, “Forward, March”.  At “march”, everyone will step off with the left foot, keeping the line straight.

6. To halt a march.  The Captain will command “Halt”.  The company will stop by placing the foot not on the ground next to the other and assume the position of the soldier.

7. To march, in two ranks, by the right flank.  The company being in line of battle, the Captain will command, “In two ranks, right face”.  At “face”, each man will right face.  The Captain will step to the left and the 1st Sergeant will take his place.
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The man directly behind the 1st Sergeant, will be certain to follow the 1st Sergeant at all times.  Once the facing has been done, the Captain will command, “Forward, march”.  The company will step off, on the left foot, and will continue to march until “Halt”

8. To march, in two ranks, by the left flank is the same as right flank but to the left.

9. To form line of battle when faced to the right or left.  The Captain will command ”Front”.  At this command, every man will face to the front and the Captain will return to his place in the line of battle.

10. To dress the company in line of battle.  Should the company not be straight and have gaps between men, the Captain can command “Right, dress”.  At “dress”, the 1st Sergeant will hold fast and every other front rank man will align himself with the man next to him.  The Captain can help in the alignment.  Once the company is properly dressed, the Captain will command “Front”, and take his post in the front rank.

11. To march in four ranks, by the right flank. The command “Right face” will be given.  At the command “Face”, all men will perform a right face as described in School of the Soldier. Once this is complete, the front rank number 1 man will hold fast.  The rear rank number one man will take a step to the right as will each number 2 man.  The number 2 men will then step up to form a file of four.  The 1st Sergeant will place himself in front of the right most front rank man, the Captain will be to the left of the 1st Sergeant.
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12. To form line of battle, to the front, from the right flank. The Captain will give the command “Front” and the Company will reform the battle in the reverse means of the right face.

13. To open ranks when faced to the front.  There are a series of commands that are given, but most to not involve any movement.  The Battalion commander will command, “Prepare to open ranks”. Everyone holds fast. He will then command (the Captain can give this command if the Company is not part of a Battalion formation), “To the rear, open order”.  At “order”, the 1st Sergeant will step backwards six feet from the rear rank men and halt.  Once the 1st Sergeant(s) are in place and aligned, the command “march” will be given.  At this command, all of the rear rank men will step backwards, and halt one step behind the 1st Sergeants, they will then step forward on line with the 1st Sergeant and dress on him.  The 1st Sergeant will then make certain the dress is complete and watch the men in the rear rank.

14. To close ranks when in open order.  The Company, being in open order and the Captain or Battalion commander wishing to close ranks, they will give the command, “Close order, march”.  At march, all men in the rear rank will march forward and halt behind their file mate.

15. To change direction while marching by the flank.  If the Company is marching by either the right  or left flank in 1, 2 or 4 ranks and it needs to change direction to the right, the Captain will give the command, “By file right, march” (notice that “file” is singular).  At march, the first file will wheel to the right until 90 degrees to the rest of the Company and will then forward march.  When the second file reaches the same location where the first file wheeled, the second file will wheel to the right as did the first file.  This will continue with all of the remaining files.  Think of this as snake, the head turns first and then the rest of the body follows.  To change directions to the left, the Captain will give the command, “By file left, march”.  The movement is the same as to the right except the wheel of the files is to the left.

The next two movements are the most complex you will need to perform.

16. To form line of battle, changing front to the right, from the right flank.  This command is used to quickly get the Company into a battle line if the enemy appears to the front of the Company while it is marching by the right flank.  The command will be given, “By company into line, march”.  At “march”, the 1st Sergeant will continue to march straight forward.  Each front rank man will move as quickly as possible to his place in line of battle to the 1st Sergeants left and then take the marching step from the man directly to his right.  The rear rank men will follow their file mates and take the step from them.
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17. To wheel into a column of Companies from a halt.  When the battalion commander gives the command, “By Company, right wheel, march”, At “right wheel”, the Captain will place himself front of his Company, and will command, “Right wheel”.  At “march”, the 1st Sergeant will stand fast.  The man next to him will right face.  All of the other men will move in an arc around the man the just right faced, keeping the line straight.  The Captain will place himself at a position that is 90 degrees to the original line and will allow the Company to just fit between himself and the man that right faced.  When the left most man is at 6 feet from the Captain, the Captain will command “Halt”, everyone will halt.  The left most front rank man will move to the Captain and the Captain will place him so the Company will be properly aligned.  The Captain will then command, “left dress”.  At the command “dress” everyone will left dress into a line of battle.  Once this is completed, the Captain will command “Front”, and will move to the center of his Company, 6 feet in front.
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