[image: image1.jpg]A2
%
Special Olympics
New Jersey




                          [image: image2.jpg]



Mercer Area District
Special Olympics Service Camporee
June 10th, 11th, and 12th, 2016 [image: image3.png]




at The College of New Jersey
Ewing, New Jersey
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Help the athletes have an awesome time at the Special Olympics New Jersey SUMMER GAMES

VOLUNTEER, HAVE FUN, 
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CAMP, SWIM, PROVIDE SERVICE [image: image7.png]




Limited number of slots!

We need: 
( Volunteers for Friday 4 to 8 PM by May 31st
· Preliminary troop rosters & forms by May 31st

   ( Final rosters & all volunteer forms by June 3rd
Questions?  Call Joan at 609 993-8273 or

email to JHNester@aol.com
Friday afternoon and evening
Dining Hall. We have been asked to help with the dining hall for the Friday meal before the Opening Ceremonies. About 20 Scouts (older Scouts are preferred) and eight adults to help direct the athletes and their coaches and to wipe the tables so they all can get to the Parade of Athletes. 

Opening Ceremonies. We perform service by helping with the Opening Ceremonies. Scouts in neat, full uniform (Scout shirt, pants or shorts, belt, and socks) hold the County banners and lead the delegations of athletes, coaches, and special guests into Lions Stadium for the Parade of Athletes.  For this activity, we need to be at Lions Stadium BY 6 PM to practice for leading the delegations into the stadium. 
Saturday and Sunday:
We wear our full uniform, shorts or long pants, while we are providing service on Saturday and Sunday by . . . 

 1) Opening Olympic Village, where the athletes visit when they are not competing, with a flag ceremony each day. Having a booth in Olympic Village. We help the athletes stamp their initials into leather wristbands or rounds and bake cookies in a box oven to help draw their attention.  Additional activities may be added depending on the troops that participate.  Let me know if there is something you would like to try.  
 2) Patrolling Olympic Village to be sure the wastebaskets are useable and not overflowing and helping with recycling by breaking down the multitude of cardboard boxes that the vendors empty

 3) Helping with the inflatables on Lions Stadium field and keeping food out of that area.
 4) As we did last year, on Saturday evening at Stadium helping with the athletes so they can enjoy the inflatables, and keeping food out of that area.

 5) Doing special tasks as needed and requested

 6) Breaking down the tables and chairs under the tents in Olympic Village on Sunday about noon

 7) Helping entertain the athletes wearing the character costumes provided by ShopRite on Sunday
 8) Helping speed up the food service for the athletes in the dining hall. We help with the tray distribution and clean the tables when a table empties so that the next group can sit down and eat.  Our help in the cafeteria makes Summer Games a much more pleasant experience for the athletes and their coaches and they have thanked us repeatedly! 

9) Helping as needed and requested!

NOTE: Help is especially needed on Sunday to help close down the Village site.            
General Information:

Some troops arrive Friday for the opening and stay until the end of the Summer Games on Sunday. Some troops work only one or two of the three days.  I can accommodate a limited number of older Scouts on a daily basis without associated adult leaders, but contact me by May 31st for this accommodation.
Camping on campus is optional. For those who do not camp, they need to meet on campus at 8 AM on the day or days they are participating. They should meet us at the Boy Scout tent in Olympic Village outside the Student Center.
Service Hours Schedule: 

Friday – Dining Hall help from 4 to 8 PM. We need to be ready for Opening Ceremonies practice at 6 PM. Athletes line up at 7 PM and we lead each delegation in the Parade of Athletes into the Opening Ceremonies that begin at 7:30 PM. After the parade there are some brief welcomes and then a concert. Fireworks start just after dark at about 9 PM. After the fireworks, we set up tents! This is required by The College of New Jersey and saves our tents from sparks from the fireworks which are set off by the lake near our camping site.

Saturday - 6:00 AM for breakfast dining hall duty, otherwise 8 AM at the Boy Scout tent in Olympic Village for assignment.  We provide service in the Village until 5 PM. For those assigned to the dining hall we serve until 8 PM. Saturday evening we will help with the activities in Lions Stadium.  

Sunday - 6:00 AM for breakfast dining hall duty, otherwise 8 AM at the Boy Scout tent in Olympic Village for assignment.  We provide service at least until noon.  Those serving by helping to break down Olympic Village work until about 1 PM. Those helping at the Shoprite tent until about 2 PM.  It is important that we have enough Scouts and Scouters to staff these positions on Sunday!
Service is on a full day basis, that is, expect to serve starting at 8 AM for set up. 

Saturday Activities in the Village end at 5 PM and the evening activities go to about 9 PM. On Sunday, the Village closes about noon and then we help break down the tables. Those helping at the Shoprite tent on Sunday, serve until about 1 PM or so. Morning Dining Hall assignments include eating the meal at the end. Morning service starts at 6:00 AM.
Specific assignments usually are given to specific Scouts and Scouters at the 8 AM meeting.  Morning dining hall assignments are given the night before.

Camping:
Camping is at the specified location only!  Do not set up tents before the fireworks on Friday! Sparks from the fireworks aren’t good for our tents and campus security will make you take them down if you put them up earlier!  
Parking is available under Eickhoff Hall or the parking structure near Centennial Hall. Eickhoff contains the dining hall for the athletes and it is across from our usual camping location.  
Rest room facilities are located around the campus and access to the facilities in Eickhoff Hall across from our camping location will be open all night so we can use the rest rooms. Remember, this is a public campus!
Food: 

NO PROPANE is allowed on campus.  Therefore, we do light meal preparation . . .  Breakfast . . . my fare is usually, OJ, fruit, cold cereal with milk from the cooler, or donuts or pastries. Lunch is provided for all volunteers at the ShopRite lunch tent. Traditionally, Saturday evening troops have someone go out and bring back pizza and soda.  Two Brothers pizza is south of the campus on Route 31 and pizza places are on Olden Avenue, just to the left of the intersection of Route 31 (south).  During the day, the booths in Olympic Village and the vicinity have snacks and cold water.

Souvenirs:

Those Scouts who serve at least one full day will earn a Special Olympics Summer Games event patch. Those who serve for the weekend will earn an SONJ volunteer shirt.  (Special Olympics souvenirs are sold during the Summer Games by SONJ.)
More Fun:

For those Scouts on campus Saturday night, we have been able to again set up a swimming session at the TCNJ pool from 7:30 to 9:30 PM. TCNJ lifeguards staff the pool. Please identify participants who are BSA Lifeguards.
Volunteer Forms: 

Special Olympics requires that each person complete a Special Olympics volunteer form.  PLEASE USE THE FORM THAT I SEND AS A FILE ATTACHMENT.  A form will not be approved if information is missing.
You may copy the forms on regular copy paper. Please put “Boy Scouts” in the upper right-hand corner.  These forms need to be RETURNED TO ME and NOT sent in to the Special Olympics address at the bottom of the form. 

What I need from you . . . 

Roster and Volunteer Forms:

Please submit a roster and the completed volunteer forms to me by June 3. The roster includes the following columns: name, age (A for adult), attend from 
4 to 8 PM for dining hall help (Yes/No), attend by 6 PM Friday in complete uniform (Y/N), camp Friday (Y/N), participate Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM (Y/N), camp Saturday (Y/N), and participate Sunday to 2 PM (Y/N).  If you do not use the Excel form, please use the same format for your Roster. Identify your troop or crew and include contact leader’s name, phone number, and email address.  It is important that I have preliminary rosters by May 31st so that we know how many volunteers to expect.  Contact me if you expect to have more than 15 volunteers from your unit. You can make changes after May 31st by letting me know of the changes in an e-mail message.  

Since the number of our contingent is limited, you must let me know  . . . if  you plan to participate and when, . . . for example, N Scouts and at least two leaders on Friday night only, N Scouts and at least two leaders on Saturday only or Sunday only, or N Scouts and N Scouters starting on Friday for 6 PM and leaving at 1 PM on Sunday.
It is fun and rewarding!  Hope to see you there!

Questions? Contact JHNester@aol.com or 609 933-8273
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