INFORMATION SHEET
For the Whitewater Rafting Camporee

Friday to Sunday, October 15 - 17, 2010

Whitewater Challengers, Wheatherly, PA
Summary 

“Imagine the perfect combination of outdoor fun, adventure, discovery, and learning, all blended together in an environment steeped in Boy Scouting values. That’s what you’ll find at this specially scheduled Scout Raft Rally Weekend.  At the Whitewater Challengers Adventure Camp, situated near the popular Lehigh River Gorge State Park,  Boy Scouts will find an adventure that builds confidence, fosters success, and renews enthusiasm for Scouting.  The Adventure Camp experience is one that will earn high praise from your leaders and youngsters alike!” - Whitewater Challengers 
Troops will camp Friday and Saturday night at the Whitewater Challengers Adventure Camp, near the Lehigh River Gorge State Park.  On Saturday, groups of 6 to 7 people will whitewater raft down the Lehigh River on Class II to Class III rapids, depending on the river conditions.  Scouts have the option of hiking or mountain biking in lieu of rafting - see Other Saturday Activities.  Saturday night activities will be provided at the Adventure Camp.   This whitewater rafting event is for Boy Scouts and registered Troop adults only.  You may not invite Webelos Scouts to this camporee - they cannot participate in whitewater rafting, in accordance with the BSA's age-appropriate guidelines.  This event will be held rain or shine.  
Safety

The Guide to Safe Scouting must be followed at all times during this event, especially the section on Aquatics Safety.  A PDF version of the Guide to Safe Scouting can be found at http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34416.pdf.   In accordance with the American Whitewater Safety Guidelines, a helmet is only required for rafters running steep drops.   Whitewater Challengers does not require helmets to be worn and there are no steep drops in the section of the river that the scouts will raft.  Participants are not required to, but may bring their own bike helmets to wear while rafting.  All rafters must wear a PFD, as provided.  Wet suits should not be required unless there is unusually cold weather for October.  Participants may rent wetsuits from Whitewater Challengers at an extra cost, at rafting check-in time.    

Whitewater Challengers will provide trained river guides, who can provide first aid and emergency rescue/equipment.   Each rafting group will receive careful pre-trip and safety instructions.  Every raft should have at least one adult leader to supervise and to ensure all safety guidelines are adhered to.  Swimming is only permitted in areas designated by the trained river guides.    
Tour Permits

A Troop Tour Permit is required for this event and must be presented to the District Representative at the Leader’s Meeting. 
Waiver Form

Each participant must complete and sign a waiver form in order to be allowed to raft on the Lehigh River.   This waiver from can be downloaded using this link: http://www.whitewaterchallengers.com/lehigh/waiver_form.pdf 
All youth participants must have their forms filled out and signed by their parents or guardians prior to arrival.   If a parent or guardian of a youth is participating in this event, this form can be completed and signed Friday evening at camp and then handed in before rafting. 

See the attached, “Waiver Form Questions and Answers” for more information. 

Driving Directions
From Route 80, Exit 273 (old exit 40 in PA):
Go west on Route 940 for 1/2 mile. Turn left onto Lehigh Gorge Drive. Go  4.8 miles and turn right onto Buck Mountain Road. Go 1 mile to first intersection. Turn right again onto North Stagecoach Road. Go 300 yards to our entrance on the right.

 

From NYC and North Jersey:
Take Route 80 west into PA to Exit 273 (old exit 40) ; then follow directions From Route 80, Exit 273 above.
From Philadelphia and South Jersey:
Take the Northeast Extension of PA Turnpike (Route 476) to Exit 95 (old exit 35); west on Route 80 to Exit 273 (old exit 40); then follow directions From Route 80, Exit 273 at top.

From central New Jersey:
Take Interstate 78 west to Phillipsburg exit (last exit in NJ), then Route 22 west to PA,  then Route 33 north to Route 80 west to Exit 273 (old exit 40); then follow directions From Route 80, Exit 273 at top.
GPS Coordinates: 288 North Stagecoach Rd, Weatherly, PA 18255 

Latitude 40.9844           Longitude  -75.7864 

Note: GPS and MapQuest directions are not always accurate.  Use the driving directions above to verify your planned route.  

Troop Check-in 

Troops may arrive between 2:00 pm and 10:00 pm on Friday.  Each Troop must send a representative to the Whitewater Challengers office to check in their unit.  They will assign the campsite, provide a camp map and go over any rules and regulations with you.  A Tour Permit and a final roster of all participating unit members must be presented at the leader’s meeting on Friday night at 10:00 pm at a location to be announced.  Troops will be provided with a event schedule, rafting checkin times and any other information/updates at this leaders meeting.

Camping:
Camp sites are conveniently located near the recreation areas, entertainment stage, volleyball courts, snack bar, camp store, challenge course, and activity centers. Games and competitions, crafts, music, living history shows, animal displays, scavenger hunts ... they're all a part of the Adventure Camp repertoire.  Troops may prepare and cook their own meals in their camping area. Hot showers and rest room facilities are also on site.  Please respect each other’s borders and refrain from cutting though other campsites.  All campers will be required to stay within the boundaries of the campgrounds during the encampment.
Meals 

Troops must provide for and cook their own meals, unless separate arrangements have been made with Whitewater Challengers, who can provide a breakfast and dinner buffet at an extra cost.  Troops who wish partake in these buffet meals must contact Whitewater Challengers before arrival and arrange payment.  Saturday Lunch will occur during the rafting trip, so prepare this meal so it may be taken on the river (no glass containers).  Each raft will have a waterproof container to put the lunch in.   Box lunches are available for purchase from Whitewater Challengers on Saturday morning for $5.75.     

Prohibited items

· Alcohol/drugs (not allowed on the river or in our camping areas)

· Ice chest or coolers (these take up too much room and can pose a hazard in rough water)

· Hooded rain suits/ponchos (unsafe for use in moving water)

· Bare feet, loose sandals, "crocs" or flip-flops (unsafe on the river)

· Cotton clothing in cold weather (makes you colder when wet; use polypropylene or wool)

· Expensive camera (unless waterproof) 

· Jewelry, valuables

· Wallets, keys 

· Pets (not allowed on the river or in the campground)
What to bring/wear for Whitewater Rafting 

•
Old sneakers (flip flops, loose-fitting sandals, "crocs," and bare feet are not permitted) 

•
Bathing suit or shorts

•
non-cotton T-shirt 

•
Eyeglass straps

•
Suntan lotion and a cap or visor

•
Light windbreaker (no hood)

•
Driver's license (if renting wet suits or waterproof paddling gear - 1 license per 6 suits)

•
Simple lunch - or order box lunch from our food service
If you plan on wearing a wetsuit

Wet suits can be rented at the Adventure Center. They are not included in the raft trip price; however, advance reservations or advance payment are not needed for wet suits. The rental prices are: $6 for a jacket, $12 for a jacket and pants and $5 for boots.  We recommend against wearing cotton under the wet suits because this can make you colder. Nylon, polypro, wool blends or other synthetics work best. Polypro offers the best combination of comfort and warmth and is available in the Adventure Center store. A light windbreaker over the wet suit is helpful on colder days.  No hooded rain suits, please. 

Saturday Rafting Trip
All groups will be given an rafting check-in time, when they need to report to the rafting checkin area.  At this time, each group will be outfitted with PFD’s, and meet their guides for the day.  Then the  shuttle bus will take each group to the river launch site, where their rafts are waiting.   Each group will form rafting teams of 6 or 7 people per boat.  Each raft should have at least one adult leader.  The river guides will teach the paddling strokes and review safety precautions for rafting. Then it’s onto the river, for hours of excitement and laughter. Rapids like Triple Drop, Z, Staircase, and Pinball will leave you drenched and begging for more!  Each group will stop about halfway through the day for a lunch/swim break.  There may be several other stops for swimming, relaxing, or just to regroup. At day’s end, the shuttle bus will return each group to the Adventure Camp.
Important: Raft trips must launch according to strictly enforced Park and state-imposed schedules.  Participants who are not camping and will be arriving on Saturday morning should allow adequate leeway to assure that they don't arrive late.    
Other Saturday Activities

Mountain Biking
Is an available activity in lieu of rafting.  A 30-mile trail follows the river as it twists and turns through Lehigh Gorge State Park. This is a converted “rail-trail” ride that boasts a nearly continuous, 2% downhill grade. Participant can bring their own bikes, or rent bikes there. Shuttles to and from the trail are also available.  The cost for renting a bike plus the shuttle is $39.10. 
Hiking and Swimming
Are available at nearby Hickory Run State Park. Dozens of hiking trails are carefully mapped, and the sandy beach at Hickory Run Lake is a popular attraction. Nearby, the famous Boulder Field offers a glimpse of the last ice age, when glaciers deposited massive loads of rock and debris across the Pocono landscape.  

Zip-Line Adventure
Is an exciting new addition to our Adventure Center menu of programs and activities.  Ride just once, or buy a multi-ride package.  Group discounts are also available.  Join us after your rafting or biking trip, or before you settle in for your overnight camping.  ZipLine rides are big on adrenaline and full of fun! 

Nature Shows
Are a favorite part of the evening program at the Whitewater Adventure Camp. Our outdoor specialists rely on birds, bats, reptiles, snakes or other indigenous species to teach respect for our animal neighbors. This is an up-close, interactive workshop. Be sure to bring a camera!

Living History Programs
Take us back to the 19th century, offering insights into the life and times of native Americans, Civil War soldiers, life-long coal miners, or wild west cowboys.  This Program is offered by Whitewater Challengers and  varies from week to week

Participation Item

Each participant will receive a camporee patch. 

Religious Services:  Scouts and Scouters are encouraged to participate in Jewish, Catholic and Interfaith religious services on Saturday night a time and places to be announced.  

Boy Scout Check Out:  Troops may stay no later than 10:00 am on Sunday. All campsites will be inspected prior to check out.  Each Troop must send a representative to the camporee headquarters when they are ready for inspection. Once inspected, units will be checked out and receive their patches.

Refund Policy:  Sorry, no refunds after Wednesday, September 15, 2010.  80% of the fee will be refunded if request for a refund is made on or prior to Wednesday, September 15, 2010, unless of a family or medical emergency.  All requests must be made by the unit and not by an individual.  Requests due to a medical or family emergency must be submitted to the Central New Jersey Council office within 30 days of the completion of this event.  Documentation of the emergency  must be provided.  Refunds will not be issued until after the completion of this event.  All refund requests MUST be made in writing, be submitted to the CNJC Office Manager, and state the reason for the cancellation (emails are acceptable).
Waiver Form Questions and Answers (as provided by Whitewater Challengers)

Below is some information that might be helpful in addressing questions that may arise in relation to the waiver form.  If there are other questions, please contact Whitewater Challengers.
Q:  MUST A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN CO-SIGN FOR EACH MINOR (under 18) CHILD?
A:  Yes.
Q:  HOW DANGEROUS IS WHITEWATER RAFTING?
A:  Whitewater rapids are defined from Class I (very mild) to Class VI (extremely difficult).  Selecting the appropriate level of whitewater, relying on professionally guided raft trip services, and following the rules and instructions offered by your outfitter all contribute to greater success in managing the risks associated with river rafting.  Clearly there are risks associated with all active outdoor sports, including rafting.  A recent national study of customary (indoor and outdoor) activities, completed by the Business Research Division of the University of Colorado, found that statistically, commercially guided whitewater rafting is 70 times safer than automobile travel.
Q:  HOW LONG HAS WHITEWATER CHALLENGERS OFFERED THESE ACTIVITIES AND WHAT HAS BEEN THEIR SAFETY RECORD?
A:  Whitewater Challengers first introduced whitewater rafting trips on the Lehigh River in 1975, and has provided guided tour services continuously for more than three decades, serving more than 1.5 million guests on more than 12 million miles of guided trips, compiling a safety record that is the envy of the industry.   Whitewater Challengers is licensed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and meets or exceeds the rigorous safety and training requirements established by the PA Bureau of State Parks.
Q:  WHAT KINDS OF INJURIES ARE MOST OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH RAFTING TRIPS?
A:  Bumps and bruises are the most common injury, but even these are quite rare, and can usually be avoided by adhering to the safety instructions offered prior to your trip.  Most important among these instructions are:

          (1) Remain seated, with both legs inside the raft, even in calm sections of the river.
          (2) Don't dive into the river, either from the raft, or from shore.
          (3) If you must splash, use your hands or the bailing scoop; never the paddle.

These and other easy-to-follow guidelines can help enhance the safety and enjoyment of your trip.
Q: WHAT OTHER SAFETY MEASURES ARE TAKEN ON AND OFF THE RIVER?
A:  Raft trips are accompanied by qualified, professional guides who are trained in First Aid and river safety techniques.  Instruction and supervision are provided before and during your trip.  Most trips float through the Lehigh Gorge State Park where Park rangers have vehicle access to the river almost everywhere.  First aid supplies and safety equipment accompany every trip.
Q:  ARE MORE CHALLENGING TRIPS AVAILABLE FOR MORE EXPERIENCED RAFTERS?
A:  Yes.  While the Lehigh is usually rated Class I, Class II or Class III whitewater, and is well suited to beginners and children as young as 5 years old at certain times of the year, guided rafting trips on the Hudson, Moose and Black Rivers in upstate New York offer more challenging rapids up to Class IV and Class V.
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